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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Arguments 



1. Applicant's arguments filed 5/17/2004 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 



Applicant's point of argument (paper no. 8, pages 7-8) are gg6 and understood, 
however the present claims do not require that all the predetermined logical levels are 
the same. Therefore, the ground for rejection still applies. 



1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention Is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1 . Claims 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Barnes 

(US 6,122,315). 

Regarding claim 1, Barnes '315 teaches a digital decoding system that 
decompressed digital data to restore original data (i.e. abstract), and plurality of memory 
areas in which the decompressed data is stored (i.e. fig. 6), and plurality of flags 
provided to correspond to each of the plurality of memory areas (col. 5, lines 47 - 51). 
Barnes '315 fails to explicitly teach "flag indicating when all bits of stored data are set to 
predetermined logical values, and corresponding flags are set to a first state when all 
bits of data to be written are set to predetermined logical values". However, Barnes '315 
teaches flags corresponding to memory areas which would indicate the status of the 
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memory areas) and it is also clear that the flags would have two stages (for indicating 
the status). Therefore, based on the above teaching the claimed "flags indicating when 
all bits of stored data are set to predetermined logical value" would have been obvious 
to one skilled in the art, since Barnes '315 teaches flags for indicating the status of the 
memory areas, which means if the known/predetermined logical data (which would be 
either 0, or 1 or combination) are stored correctly or not. 

Regarding claims 2 and 6, Barnes '315 teaches, "wherein one of the 
predetermined logical value is a logical "0", and "outputs data of logical "0", reads on 
(i.e. fig. 9c, 414). 
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Regarding claims 3-5, Barnes '315 teaches "arithmetic circuit for performing 

computations " (i.e. fig. 9a - 9c) logical circuit including the AND gate and OR gate 

for adding and multiplying the data items. 

Regarding claims 7 - 8, Barnes '315 teaches the claimed limitation "digital data to 
be decompressed is an audio data and image data" (i.e. fog. 4, audio/video demux). 

Regarding claims 9 - 1 1, the claimed limitations are substantially similar to claims 
1 - 4; therefore the grounds for rejecting claims 1 - 4, also apply here. As for additional 
limitation " predetermined method and proper format" reads on (i.e. abstract, MPEG 
decoder), and as for the additional limitation "performing counting of the number of valid 
data, in claim 1 1 ), reads on (i.e. col. 1 1 , lines 1 +) thus teaches the counter registers, 
and "indicate when all bits of stored data are logical "0"s," reads on Barnes *315 flags 
indicating empty status of the memory which is equivalent to "zero status". 

Conclusion 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Behrooz Senfi whose telephone 
number is (703)305-0132, 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Kelley can be reached on (703)305-4856. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
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Or faxed to: 



(703) 872-9314 



Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal 
Drive, Arlington, VA, Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relative to the status of the application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Technology Center 2600 Customer Service Office 
whose telephone number is (703) 306-0377. 

B.s. 6„ ^r. 

6/9/2004 



^^^^ 




